Spring 2009 Newsletter

From the Presidents

Dear Colleagues,

Our arrival in Dallas for the 2008 NJECN Conference was filled with
excitement. Everybody was ready for a week of learning, hard work and
fun.

Tuesday’s Tour Day was packed with informative visits to Akiba Academy
and Temple Emanu-El Pre-School. Our hostesses were gracious and
spent a lot of time teaching us about their philosophies and practices.
Wednesday's Conference Day was rich in content and varied in
perspective. Our gifted speakers, Rivy Poupko Kletenik and Mimi Brodsky
Chenfeld did an outstanding job of helping us to reconnect to the joy of
teaching

Jordana Bernstein and Pam Gorin planned and implemented the Tuesday
and Wednesday programs. We are so appreciative for their hard work,
attention to detail, and impeccable organization. All participants were
grateful for the unique learning experiences.

The week of learning and sharing together provided us with many chances
to create stronger relationships with new colleagues as well as reconnect
with old friends. The Tuesday evening all-American themed reception was
a wonderful celebration. It provided us with an opportunity to catch up with
colleagues, enjoy good food, and honor the richness of our organization,
not to mention watching results from this historic Presidential election.
Thanks to Shosh Khorub, our Shabbat Dinner was inviting, warm and full of
friendship and congeniality. The food was good, the entertainment was
perfect, and the room was decorated beautifully.

We are grateful to the Dallas community for making us feel at home and to
contributing in many ways to the fine conference that we had.

The Program Chairs, Pam Gorin and Pam Ranta are working hard to plan
next year's tour day and conference and promise a stimulating and
inspiring experience. Our theme for the week will be building community
relationships in our schools. Look for details and information coming to
you soon.

We hope you all are having a peaceful and productive year and we look
forward to seeing everyone next year in Washington.

As always, NJECN pledges to provide opportunities for early childhood

Jewish educators from around the country to network, reflect, and learn
from each other. We are eager to help NJECN sustain the strength and
vibrancy of its past and to contribute to its future growth.

Sincerely,

ﬂem Ralloman, Co-President
Leslie Stan, Co-President
Pawla Sayag, iImmediate Past President
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Thank You

There are so many people to whom we are
grateful for their contribution in making
Conference 2008 in Dallas so successful...
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% Thank you to Programming VP’s

¢ Jordana Bernstein and Pam Gorin for
A your endless hours of hard work and
¥¢ dedication to provide us with a week of
¥ outstanding and enlightening

¥¢ programming.

i Thank you to the directors, staff and
students of our Tuesday tour day host
schools, Temple Emanu-EIl Pre-School,
Shelley Sender and Akiba Academy,

P Jordana Bernstein.

¥¢ Thank you to Jenna Kalkman for
planning the Tuesday evening welcome
and election night reception, and to Alyse
A Eisenberg and DJ Jensen for creating fun
¥¢ goody bags.
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2 Thank you to Shosh Khorub for

¥¢ planning our beautiful Shabbat

+ experience and to Jordan Hill and Ella
4 Jenkins for enhancing our Shabbat.

* Thank you to our terrific speakers, Rivy

Poupko Kletenik and Mimi Brodsky
i Chenfeld.

¥r Thank you to Rabbi Joe Menashe for

¥¢ an inspiring D'var Torah at the pre-
Y¢ conference session.

pie
v Thank you to all the volunteers who

<+ were so helpful on our pre-conference
4 day, fulfilling any task asked of them.

*
*
*
+r Thank you to those who provided
¥¢ program summaries for the newsletter so 7+
¢ that all our members can benefit from our ¥¢
¥r programming, even if they were not able ¢
¥¢ to attend. Dike
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Thank you to our vendors for providing
items for raffle at our pre-conference day.
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Wednesday, November 5th  Speaker and Tour Summaries

Rivy Poupko Kletenik

Director, Seattle Hebrew Academy, Seattle, Washington

Teaching Our Biggest Ideas to Our Littlest Children

Rivy Poupko Kletenik led a lively Torah study of parsha Le Lecha. She spoke about what it means to believe and where our
faith comes from. In a discussion of why God chose Abraham, she emphasized the fact that Abraham was to leave his home
not for just himself and his family, but for the "great nation". We cannot be just for ourselves, but are deeply committed to the
rest of the world. Imbedded in the three verses we looked at, Rivy had us find the big ideas that are relevant to the children
and families that are in our schools: Reciprocal nature of relationships; trust and faith in each other; community; risk taking;
mission or commitment to others; journey; transition; individuality- the potential of each child to be a great human being; the
land of Israel; the power of language. "Even if the name of God was erased from the earth and expunged from all books -
still every pure new soul born into the world uncorrupted would sense and notice God everywhere."

Submitted by :Leslie Slan, Ohr Kodesh Early Childhood Center, Chevy Chase, MD

Mimi Brodsky Chenfeld

Early childhood educator and author, Columbus, Oh

'L'Chayim and Other Basics”

In her inimitable way, Mimi Brodsky Chenfeld reminded us to “Sing our Lives, Play our Lives, Celebrate our Lives”, and to
never forget that play is FUNdamental. One never sits for long in Mimi’s workshops. Everyone was up and moving -
reinforcing the connection between learning and movement. As Mimi stated in an article she wrote on creativity, “the most
effective way for many people to learn is through music, movement and kinesthetic experiences.

The most important message to take back to teachers was “DYOT - do your own thing”. Children do not care if you sing well
or dance beautifully. They just want to sing and dance. The arts are part of everything.

Mimi always bring us back to the basics: Children learn best through play and active participation. Her enthusiasm is fresh
and remarkable. Yasher koach, Mimi!

Submitted by Karen Juncker Albert, Director, Temple Bat Yam, Newport, CA

Temple Emanu—E[ PI"C—SChOO[ Visit Shelley Sender, Director

We were privileged to tour Temple Emanuel, the largest reform congregation in the country. After an elaborate breakfast and
a touching d'var torah by the senior Rabbi affirming the power of early childhood education, we toured the Temple building,
the garden, and the preschool. The school director, Shelly Sender, and her staff were so welcoming and informative.

The highlight was the garden. The teacher passionately explained the intentionality behind the design of the garden, the
functionality of the space, and the visible outcomes of the children's work. It was a brilliant demonstration of hands-on
environmentalism integrated with meaningful Judaism. It would be transformative if every school could create a sustainable
garden and implement a truly emergent Judaic curriculum.

This was a very worthwhile tour which was not only interesting, but also provided an excellent foundation for the second
school tour of the day.

Aklba Academy VlSlt Jordana Bernstein, Director

We spent an inspiring afternoon at Akiba Academy, learning about the preschool’s journey as a member of JECEI (Jewish
Early Childhood Education Initiative) and the staff's efforts to incorporate the philosophy of the schools of Reggio

Emilia. Following presentations by key members of the Akiba Academy touting the successes of the school's impact on the
community’s families, we were divided into groups for tours of the preschool and the rest of the campus. It was unique to see
how the preschool is integrated within an entire Jewish day school setting, and the intentionality with which the day school
was designed. Certainly the most awesome experience was observing the preschool itself, and how the staff has translated
their image of the child into every aspect of the building and the curriculum. We will never forget the unique way the hallways
emitted the core values of the school community and how each classroom reflected the personality of the teachers and
students who live and work there.

Submitted by Paula Sayaq, Partnership for Jewish Life and Learning, Rockville, MD




Thank you....
to the following individuals, schools, synagoques,

agencies and companies
for continued support of NJECN

Benefactor
Michael Klein, Constructive Playthings

School

Faith Retsky, Anshai Torah Preschool

Patron

Nanci Freedberg, Promise Haggadah
Susan Remick Topek
Shelley Sender, Temple Emanu-El Pre-school

Friend

Barbara Goldstein
Karen Greenberg
Karen Juncker Albert
Marsha Newstat
Shelley Remer, Adas Israel Congregation

Vendor

Isabel Baker, The Book Vine
Kaplan Early Learning Company
Teaching Strategies

Contributor

Nancy Goldstein
Alissa Levey Baugh
Leslie Slan

Additional Contributions

Jenna Kalkman
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NJECN is GREEN

Please check out our
website

WWW.h{ecnh.ord

Look for upcoming conference,
membership and registration
information
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Board of Directors 2009

Co-Presidents Jenna Kalkman

Leslie Slan
Programming VPs Pamela Gorin
Pamela Ranta
Membership VP Vacant
Treasurer Nancy Manewith
Secretary/

Associate VP Membership
Board Members

Jordana Bernstein
Alyse Eisenberg
Barbara Goldstein
Anna Hartman
Madeline Lowitz Gold
Delanie Meghen
Marsha Newstadt
Patricia Nisenholz
Stacey Shapiro

Bonnie Silverman

Past President Paula Sayaq

Mark Your calendars for
Conference 2009

Washington DC
November 17-21

Featuring
“*Tuesday School Tours*
“*Wednesday Pre-Conference Day <
Building Kehillah - EC Does It!
Featuring

Rabbi Nina Cardin

“»Friday Evening Shabbat Dinner<
Grand Hyatt Washington Hotel




